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VII. An Acc&nni of a Book^ Intituled, Phaiaenc 
iogia nova five Obfervationcs de Rarioribus 
quibufdam Baltenh in Scotia Littus nuper 
eje&is, &>c. Auk Roberto Sibbald> Edin- 
bwrgi in Qg4rto % 1692. 



THE Author of that Excellent Book, Entituled, 
Scotia Illuftrata ; hath in this given us a Curious 
Specimen of the advance he hath made in the Natural 
Hiilory of that Kingdom ; containing many Obferva- 
tioas altogether new, and very well worthy to be known. 
la the Preface he proposes to treat only of foch Whales as 
are found in the Seas of Scotland ; and having proVtf 
from feveral Writers, that the Brittijh Ocean was for- 
merly frequented by Whales, he obferves, that tho' the 
very large Whales, which were formerly found in the 
Brittijh Seas, and were accounted the vafteft in the 
World, feem fince Navigation has been fo much ufed in 
thefe Seas, to have retired to Greenland, yet there are 
(till a great many fmaller Whales, and Come larger ones 
too, caft upon the Shores of Scotland 'every Year. He 
then gives the feveral diflinctions of them $ ift, Some 
are very large, CXX, CXXXIV Feet long, fomeofa 
fmaller fize down to XXIV, XVIII Feet, or Ms. 
%dly, Some have only two Fins, others have a third 
upon their Back. $dly, Some have a Pipe or Spout in 
their Snout, others have Noflrils. qthly, Some have 
Teeth, others have horoy Plates, ia their Mouths. 
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The Book is divided into Three Sections, in which 
he firfl treats of the fmaller Whales, and fo proceeds to 
fpeak of thofe that are larger. The Firfl Section is con- 
cerning the lefler fort of Whales, both ttiofe that have a 
- Spout, and thofe that have Noftrils, as well fitch as have 
Teeth in both their Jaws, as thofe that have them only 
in the lower. 

The Second Se&ion concerns the larger Whales, which 
have Teeth only in the lower Jaw. In the Third Section 
we have an Account of thofe Whales, that have horny 
Plates in their upper Jaw ; which Plates we in England 
improperly call Whale-bone. 

In the Fir ft Se&ion he enumerates the fever al forts of 
Whales that have Teeth, by way of Preface ; and in the 
Firfl Chapter fpeaks of the fmailer fort of Whales, where- 
of he gives a large Defcription, as likewife he hath done 
of all ; the reft that follow thefe, have Teeth in both their 
Jaws, by the Englijh called the Grampus ; they are vora- 
cious and fierce Enemies to other Whales, and it may be 
thought that their fury many times drives the large 
Whales upon the Shore : thofe have a Spout and Three 
Fins. The Second Chapter treats of a fort of Whales, that 
have Teeth only in their lower Jaw, and without any Fin 
on the Back, which have not been defcrib'd by any Au- 
thor : thefe have Noftrils. The Third, of the leaft fort, 
of Whales, of an uncertain Clafs. He obferves, That 
the Flefh of fome of thofe being buried at the Roots of 
fotnc Fruit-Trees, thofe Trees bore abundantly the next 
Year. 

In the Second Se&ion he treats of the larger Whales, 
which have Teeth only in their lower Jaw. In the Pre- 
face he takes notice of two forts ; but that which has but 
one Tooth, and is taken for the Unicorn, not being ever 
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feen in thofe Seas, the Author fays nothing of it. He 
Ihews wherein the feveral forts of the larger Whales that 
have Teeth do agree, and wherein they differ. 

In the firfl: Chapter he fpeaks of the great Whales, with 
a very Jarge Head, that have only two lateral Fins. Thefe 
as all the reft of the Whales treated of in this Se&ion, have 
a Spout, The length of them is from 50, to 80 Feet. 
The Oyl of thefe Whales is eafily coagulated with Cold 
into a hard and white fubftance like fat, and is of great 
ufe in Wounds, Aches, and hard Tumours. 

In the Second Chapter we have an Account of the 
Whale with a large Head, that has a Fin upon his Back, 
and hookt Teeth in the lower Jaw. In this Whale is found 
the belt Sperma Ceti, which lies both within, and on the 
outfide of the Skull j and this lafl; is fometimes two Feet 
thick. 

The Third Chapter concerns the large headed Whale 
with three Fins, that has freighter Teeth, that are plain 
at the end. This has been found to have a great quantity 
of Sperma Ceti, of the better fort. 

In the Fourth Chapter the Author gives us an Account 
of the Sperma Ceti, which is of two forts ; that which is 
found floating on the Sea, and that which is found in the 
Whale. He concludes this Chapter with the Vertues of 
it, and affirms it to be a true natural Sal Volatile Oleo- 
flint. 

The Fifth Chapter is concerning the Teeth of thefe 
Whales, where he propofes the Experiment of them in 
thofe cafes, where the Horn of the Sea-Unicorn is fo 
much commended, 
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In the Third Seftion he treats of the large Whales.that 
have horny Plates in their upper Jaw, which he begins 
with a Preface concerning thefe Whales in general , and 
endeavours to prove, that there are no Whales, that have 
theft horny Plates in both their Jaws. 

The Firft Chapter is of thofe kind of Whales which 
have but two Fins, both thofe which have a Spout, and 
thofe that have none ; where the Author makes mention 
of one that was feventy Foot long. 

The Second Chapter concerns in general that fort of 
Wtrales that have three Fins, and Noftrik 

In the Third Chapter we have an Account of the fort of 
Whale with three Fins,which hasa fharp Snout, and folds 
in the Belly, and no Spout, but Noftrils. He obferves, 
that the lateral Fins of it being excarnated, are like the 
whole Arm, with a Plate- bone, Shoulder- bone, Radius, 
and Vina, Metacarpus, and Fingers. 

In the Fourth Chapter he treats of the Whale with 
horny Plates, and three Fins, which has the lower Jaw 
round, and much broader than the upper. This Whale 
has no Spout; but two Holes near his Forehead. 

In the Fifth Chapter we have fome Account of a vefy 
large Whale of this fort, caft upon the Shoar of Boha, in 
which they found no Sperma Ceti. 

The Sixth Chapter is of the horny Plates, the Folds, 
and the Oy 1 of this fort of Whales. The Oy 1 of them is 
us'd for making of Soap, &c. but not in Phyfick. 

At the end of the Book we have an Appendix, where 
the Author ftrft -makes a fliort Preface concerning thofe 
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things that are common to Whales ; he obferves, that 
they are great Lovers of Ambergr He, and that it is fome- 
times found in their Stomachs. Whether the Ambergrue 
is found only in thole that have Teeth in their lower 
Jaw, or in fome others, or in ail, he cannot determine. 
He obferves, that they all have a great Love for their 
Young, carrying them when they are very young, under 
their lateral Fins, and following them when they are big- 
ger : which he thinks may have given the occafion of that 
Fable of the Fifti that guides the Whale. 

The Firft Chapter of the Appendix is concerning the 
Fat of Whales. The Second of their Flefh. The Third 
of the Whale's Pizzle,and its Ufe in Phyfick.In the Fourth 
Chapter the Author gives us an Account of Ambergrife, 
of its Original, Nature, and Vertues. The laft Chapter 
is of the Time when the Whales are feen. 

Of all thefe Whales the Author hath given anexaft 
Description in the feveral Chapters wherein they are 
mentioned. 
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